74           ELBA, AND  THE HUNDRED DAYS.
about the antiquity of their family.    Sometimes he reproached himself for not having preferred to them, if not Napoleon, at least the King of  Rome.    He made a parade of walking arm in arm with Prince Eugene de Beauharnais every day.    This intimacy between the Czar and Napoleon's adopted son exasperated both the old French Royalists and the new ones.    Talleyrand either considered or pretended to consider Alexander a frivolous and superficial person who loved a false popularity; a self-seeking apostle of a pretended liberalism.    The ex-dignitary of the Empire had written to Louis XVIII. on November 12, 1814: "It is reported that the Emperor Alexander, in speaking of the Austrian opposition to his views, and after bitter complaints against M. de Met-ternich, said: ; Austria thinks itself sure of Italy, but there is a Napoleon there who could be made useful.' I cannot vouch for the truth of this, but the saying goes the rounds, and if it be true, it gives an exact measure of him who made it."  Louis XVIII. replied, November 22: "I credit the speech attributed to the Emperor Alexander.    It is  of the  highest importance, therefore, that Austria and England should take to heart the adage, trivial if you will, but full of sense, and  specially   applicable   under   existing circumstances, Sublatd causd, tolliter effectus"    The truth is, Talleyrand should have blushed to be the accuser  of  Napoleon when the  Czar,  in  spite  of the terrible memories of the Russian campaign, was his defender.   The more averse he became to Aus-